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[00:00:00.00] INTERVIEWER: Please start off by telling us your full name and your age. 


[00:00:08.13] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: My name is Sister Daniel Therese Flynn. | was born in 
1935, and | am eighty-one years old. 


[00:00:20.27] INTERVIEWER: What was your baptismal name? 
[00:00:22.07] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: [Francis Claire] Flynn. 
[00:00:24.21] INTERVIEWER: Tell us a bit about where you grew up and your family. 


[00:00:29.22] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | grew up in Van Nuys, California, which is a part of the San 
Fernando Valley. And if you were talking to people outside of Van Nuys, you always had to say "San 
Fernando Valley", because they had no idea where it was. It was rural. They still had wheat fields. There 
were unpaved roads in certain areas. Many ranches--Gene Autry [Orvon Grover "Gene" Autry, (1907-1998), 
actor and singer] had a ranch--Andy Devine [Andrew Vabre "Andy" Devine (1905-1977), actor] had a ranch-- 
and several others, and we used to be able to go and groom the horses in exchange for riding. And we did 
that as children. It was a very nice place to grow up. And we went to the parish school from there. We all 
went to pre-school. And you won't believe this but our pre-school teacher's name was--like the old man who 
slept forever--| want to say Van Dyke but it isn't-- 


[00:01:42.16] INTERVIEWER: Van Winkle? 


[00:01:43.09] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: Van Winkle, Mrs. Van Winkle. And even my brother-in law, 
who was fifteen years older than we were--than | was--she was his teacher. So we all had kind of a 
common, basic growing up and foundation. And then from there we went to the local parish school, which 
was St. Elizabeth of Hungary. And | think the parish was established in 1928, and my family moved there in 
1931. And so we were kind of pioneers in the parish. And my family lived there for seventy years in the 
parish, until my sisters moved in 2004 to Minnesota. So we had a long standing there, and it was a nice 
place to grow up. I'm from a large Irish Catholic family, and there were thirteen children--seven girls and six 
boys. | have five older sisters, and two older brothers, and four younger brothers, and one sister. And so, we 
were our own community, but we had many friends. And our place was the place to come to after school-- 
during the summers. | think every young man and young lady that lived on our block came to our house 
during the summer. And as adult | realized how much it took from my mom, because she served them 
lunch--peanut butter and jelly sandwiches probably. But it was every day during the summer. And | asked 
her, "Did any of the mothers ever offer you any--a loaf of bread, or a jar of peanut butter, or glass of jelly, 
or a jar of jelly?" And she said, "No." And | said, "Okay." Which | thought was strange, but it was a fact. But 
anyway, it was fun. And we were close. Today, eight of my brothers and sisters are dead, and there are only 
five of us left--two younger brothers, and a younger sister, and an older sister. So | was number eight, and 
now I'm number two. And so it makes a difference. 


[00:04:11.16] INTERVIEWER: Tell us how you met the Sisters of St. Joseph? 


[00:04:16.01] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | was born into the CSJs. [laughs]. My family has a long 
history of connections with the CS]. My great-grandfather and great-grandmother moved to Minnesota in 
1851. And that was the same year the CSJs went to Minnesota. So they arrived the same year. And they had 
at that time--their oldest child--the oldest of nine--her name was Mary Flynn, and she became a CS] in St. 
Paul. She entered in--well, she went to high school in St. Paul, to our Sisters, and then she joined the 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...llections/Projects/20170907_CSJOralHistory_Transcripts/SrDanielThereseFlynn_20160901_Transcript.txt[ 10/6/2017 1:29:00 PM] 


community in 1870 and died in 1876 of consumption. And then a generation later--she was my grandfather's 
oldest sister on my Dad's side. And then his oldest daughter entered the convent, but she entered in Los 
Angeles. By then, by 1912, my father's family had moved to Los Angeles and settled in Santa Monica in a 
house that my grandfather had built. He was a real estate agent at the time. And so she would commute 
from Santa Monica to Los Angeles and then my Dad, who was two years younger, would commute with 
them to go to Loyola [University]. And he graduated one hundred years ago last year in 1915. And she 
graduated in 1914 from St. Mary's Academy. And then entered that October, and received the habit in March 
of 1915. So, then my sister in 1944 entered. Her name was Marianne. And she received the name of Sister 
Mary Evelyn [Sister Mary Evelyn Flynn, (1927-2015)], and that was my great-grandmother's name. And then 
| entered in 1952. But every women in my family on my mother and my father's side had been educated by 
the CSJs, either in Minnesota or Los Angeles--or Arizona. In my family, my older sister went to St. Mary's 
Academy--when it was on Crenshaw and Slauson, and that was in 1939, and she graduated in 1943. And 
then my next two oldest sisters--my oldest sister's name was Pat--and then [Anne] and Sheila went to 
Prescott, Arizona, to St. Joseph's Academy. And then my sister Ellen went to Conaty [Bishop Conaty 
Memorial High School] and lived with my aunt and grandmother. And then my next oldest sister chose not to 
go to Catholic high school--she didn't want to leave home. So she went to Van Nuys High. And then | went 
to St. Mary's Academy in 1949. And then my youngest sister went in 1950--let's see, she graduated in '58, so 
that would have been in '54 [counts years softly]--no '57 as a freshman to St. Mary's--and she boarded. | 
boarded at St. Mary's too. And she didn't like it. So she went home and went to Alemany [Bishop Alemany 
High School, Mission Hills, California]--which was open by then--it wasn't when we were younger. And then 
my mother's family--all of--her mother and all of her sisters went to the same high school in Minneapolis 
[Minnesota], as did my mother when she moved from Canada. So they all went to CS} schools. And cousins, 
and--so all of the females on both sides of our family--of my mother's and my father's family were educated 
by the CSJs. 


[00:08:50.25] INTERVIEWER: What were your impressions of the CSJs when you were growing up? 


[00:08:54.12] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: When | was growing up | thought they were normal. They 
used to come to our house during the summer. And so--they were just--like Aunty Ree, as we would call my 
aunt. Her name was Marie--her religious name was Sister Ursula [Flynn]. But we always called her Aunty 
Ree. They were friends of hers so they were friends of ours and they were just normal. Then when | went to 
the Mount--in my first year of the novitiate, many of the same Sisters who used to come to the house taught 
me. So you know, it was just normal. These were women I'd Known all my life. So, | had great connections. 
[smiles]. 


[00:09:45.01] INTERVIEWER: Who were some of the Sisters that were influential for you when you were at 
St. Mary's Academy? 


[00:09:50.14] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: There were many. Sister Anne J eanette was wonderful. She 
was an English teacher--Sister Anne J eanette [Pryor]. And she died on my--in front of me [smiles]--in the 
chapel. And she got up to got to communion and fell right in front of me. | was on my way out of the chapel 
to move a Sister in a wheel chair closer to the stairs for communion. And she fell right in front of me. And | 
remember the Provincial saying, "J ust keep going, dear." [smiles]. Meaning--get out of the way, | guess. But 
anyway--she was a wonderful teacher. Sister Davida J oseph [Conlan, (-2002)] was a great--Davida | oseph--| 
can't remember her last name--it might come to me--but she was also an English teacher and made English 
wonderfully fun. If we did Shakespearean readings or plays, then we dressed the part. So it was sheets and 
togas and all kinds of things. [smiles]. And she enjoyed life and she enjoyed teaching--and therefore we 
enjoyed being in her class. And the principal was Sister J osephine [Sister Mary J] osephine Feeley (1905- 
1991), superior St. Mary's Academy, later director of MSMU Doheny campus]--and she could be very strict. 
But | was a boarder and | guess | had a way with her because she was pretty good with me. And she was 
tough on a lot of others. But, for whatever reason--she said to me once, "You're not afraid of man, woman 
or beast." | said, "Not even you." [smiles]. And she laughed. And so--because if we were staying the week 
at--as boarders and not going home, or going somewhere else, they would say, "Ask her if we can go to the 
show." Or, "Ask her if we can go to Taters."--that was a local ice cream parlor. Or ask her this, or ask her 
that. So I'd ask her. And they said, "Aren't you afraid?" And | said, "She can either say yes, or she'll say no. 
Whatever she says, that's it." So, anyway, it happened--so it was fun. 
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[00:12:15.14] INTERVIEWER: When did you know you wanted to become a Sister of St. J oseph? 


[00:12:18.08] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: I'd thought about it in grammar school. | was educated-- 
not by the CSJs but by the Sisters of St. Mary of the Woods of Indiana. And they were lovely ladies, but 
distant. And--| know as children, we used to clean their chapel. And do a lot of different things. My parents 
were both very involved in the parish, and my brother served mass in the mornings--like six o'clock mass-- 
and all of us contributed in one way or another. And my mother was the one that would make something or 
go to assist a mother who just had a baby--even though she had many at home herself. But it was the way 
she was. One in particular was Bishop J oe Brennan's family [] oseph Vincent Brennan (1954-), Auxiliary 
Bishop of Los Angeles (2015-)]. My mother was very close to his mother. And Helen was a lovely lady--that 
was his mother. And my mother was just quite fond of her. And so she would do that. And my dad was 
available if anything was needed. So | grew up in a very caring family and--with a lot of outreach. And we 
didn't have much. So if you wanted to go to the show, you had to either sell--redeem a Coke bottle or a 
couple of them--or you had to baby-sit or mow a lawn--you had to do something because that was on your 
own. Everything else was family. So--we even had a route on Saturdays. We'd do our chores in the morning, 
and then a group of us would go to confession, and then from confession we'd go to the library--with a list 
from my parents for what they wanted too. And then we would come back by the movie theatre--the old 
Fox--it's still there. And if you weren't going to the show you just handed--if you were going to the show you 
handed off your books. And if you were going home you got to take their books. That was our route, pretty 
much. And we were all a family of readers, including my parents. They were both college educated. My 
mother went to UCLA and my dad went to USC Law School--after he graduated from the J esuits. It used to 
be called the Los Angeles College, before it was Loyola U[niversity]. 


[00:14:55.17] INTERVIEWER: So you had Sisters of Providence, and you discerned that that was not the-- 


[00:15:00.24] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | never gave it a thought. Truly. | think--the seeds of my 
vocation really came from my family. But the choice of where | would go | think was cemented in high 
school. Because | really had great admiration--especially for Sister Cecilia Louise [Sister Cecilia Louise Moore 
(1928-2004)], who was quite young. She came in 1950 to the high school which was my sophomore year. 
And | was fifteen at the time. And | knew her until she died in 2004. And we always connected--through the 
years--but we were always almost in separate planets. [smiles]. But still--strong connection. She was just a 
very unique, special, shy, kind, brilliant, much too talented woman. She had a gorgeous singing voice. She 
had a talent for administration bar none. Even Father Hesburgh [??] who | met--I was working with one of 
his nieces--and he asked me what community | belonged to, and | told him. And he said, "I know one of 
your Sisters--Sister Cecilia Louise Moore." And | said, "So do |." [laughs]. He said, "She could listen to a 
round table of thirty and she could succinctly summarize almost everything that everyone had said in almost 
a paragraph." He said, "It was astonishing." So, | could agree with him. She was a great woman. 


[00:16:53.16] INTERVIEWER: Did the Sisters at St. Mary's Academy encourage you to--encourage your 
vocation? 


[00:16:57.27] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: No. | think some wanted to discourage mine. [laughs]. A 
couple--three | can think of--but they shall be nameless. And--yes, | think they did. | entered after my junior 
year. | had completed high school. | came with six months--yeah, six months of ninth grade when | came to 
St. Mary's Academy, and then | did summer schools for three summers. And so | had completed my courses. 
And so | entered in 1952. And somebody said, "Why don't you graduate?" And | said, "If | don't go this year 
| don't think I'm going to go." And they said, "Okay." And then--my father was not pleased. My mother was 
okay with it. My aunt was fine. And my older sister was encouraging. | think my brothers didn't give me 
much of a chance of staying--| was a tomboy--and | was pretty much into everything on the block and in 
school and wherever | was. So | think they were setting a clock. [laughs]. And certain | wouldn't last. But 
here | am. 


[00:18:25.16] INTERVIEWER: What were those early days like in the novitiate. What do you remember? 
[00:18:28.19] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | remember a lot of manual work. We did the laundry for 


the entire house, including the boarders. And when we had to do blankets and sheets it was tough, and it 
took almost all day. And then we had prayers. First of all, the first six months is the postulate. And we're 
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separated from the novitiate and the professed Sisters. And most of that is learning community history--or 
the history of the congregation, and spirituality, and manual labor. [smiles]. You know, polishing the brass 
on the door knobs and door panels, and mopping and just--basic cleaning of the house. We cleaned the 
whole place, and so did the novices. So we were there, and we were living there, and that's what had to be 
done. And we did it. And then we had classes in the novitiate. And so there was a balance of work and 
study. And then morning prayers, morning mass, meals, and preparation of meals--if that was your chore for 
that period of time-and they rotated. Then evening prayers and went to bed early. And | remember thinking 
and saying once, "| have nieces and nephews who aren't in bed yet." [laughs]. And here we are--!| mean it 
was--it was interesting. 


[00:20:28.18] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember it fondly? 


[00:20:30.07] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | do. | had been a boarder, and | was used to the rhythm 
of the house. And so, yeah, | have no regrets--at all. 


[00:20:46.13] INTERVIEWER: What did you hope to achieve, or accomplish, or be? 


[00:20:49.08] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | didn't have a clue. [laughs]. | really didn't. | just thought, 
you know, very blithely--as you are when you're young--this was something | was going to do. But how it 
was to be done or why it was going to be done would come in time. But | had entered with many of the 
students who | had gone to school with. | think there were twelve or fourteen of us from the same high 
school. So--and then we had people from San Francisco, San Diego, Arizona--and we had, | think, at least 
seven women who were older--older than the seventeen and eighteen and nineteen year olds coming right 
out of high school. We had some who had been through college, some who had been in the professional 
world. So we had--! know that there were two women who were older than our postulate mistress. They 
were in their mid-thirties I'd say, and she was young--I'd say she was about thirty-three--Sister Rose Cecilia 
[Harrington (1919-2003)]. And--but for the most part it was a laddered group, or a stair-stepped group, and 
so we meshed in a different way. And--but the novitiate--the other thing is you had two groups--we had two 
groups ahead of us--the second years, the first years--that's the second year in the novitiate, and the first 
year in novitiate, and then the postulate-so you're really there for only two and a half years. But you get to 
know them in a way. And then when you start living in ministries or in missions then--some of those 
friendships are renewed. | think that there wasn't a heavy atmosphere--! would say, not in our novitiate. We 
lost people. We lost very few in the postulate, and we lost a few in the novitiate, but not that many. We 
were only forty-four in our group. We were considered small. We broke the chain--because the provincial at 
that time, Sister Rosemary [Lyons? (1955-1958)] wanted the number of vocations to match the year. So in 
1950 there were 50, and fifty-one, and when it came to us, it was forty-four. [laughs]. So, it didn't work. But 
then in later years, they picked up that again. And in one year it was like in the sixties. So it was--but ours 
did not work at all. And | think that we were kind of a group that were a little unlike the other groups insofar 
as personalities--a lot of independent people--and not too many followers. So it was good. 


[00:24:09.00] INTERVIEWER: How did you feel receiving the habit? 


[00:24:10.28] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | enjoyed it. It was a very special occasion. We received 
ours not on the 19th of March, but on the 18th. So--that's the Feast of St. Cyril of Jerusalem. So when they 
would sing, "Oh Holy St. Joseph", we would sing "Oh Holy St. Cyril"--[laughs]--because we were different. So 
that was--and then the thirty-eight who made vows--they did the same thing. So--and our groups kind of 
meshed. They were "The Thirty-Eight" and by then our numbers were shifting so we didn't attach a number. 
But the thirty-eight stayed "The Thirty-Eight" for a long time. 


[00:24:55.25] INTERVIEWER: What was it like for you to go to the Mount and to go to college? 


[00:24:59.12] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | enjoyed it. | enjoyed the classes very much, and many of 
the teachers | had | had known since | was a child. Like Sister Patricia Clare Mullin [Chair of English 
Department], and Sister Francis Clare--I'm trying to think of her last name--McKernan [Director of 
Admissions, Doheny campus]. And then my sisters were taught by [Sister Mary] Patricia Sexton [(1912- 
1986), Department Chair English], and she was an English teacher. Sister [Mary] Laurentia Digges [(1910- 
1991), Department Chair English] was fabulous. She was a character insofar as she was who she was-- 
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[smiles]--and there was never any pretense. She wrote a few books--"The Sign of Jonas" and a few others. 
She was more a Theology teacher, but she didn't teach Theology--she taught English. And you could argue 
with her, which she would thoroughly enjoy. And it was good because it brought out a variety of opinions. 
And there are others, but they were good. | remember being assigned to an art class with Sister | gnatia 
[Sister Mary Ignatia Cordis (1886-1986) ]. Sister Mary Francis [unknown], who was the registrar at the time 
assigned me during the summer, like nine units. And | said, "Which of these can | fail because I'm not going 
to pass all of them." She said, "Oh, you'll be fine." | said, "I really don't think so." So anyway, it turned out it 
was art--I didn't do as well. [smiles]. And | couldn't schmooze as well with Sister |gnatia, so--it didn't work. 
[laughs]. So anyway | got a "D" in that class, | remember that. [smiles]. 


[00:27:05.23] INTERVIEWER: You were an English major? 


[00:27:07.25] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | was, and a History and Spanish minor. And | also 
remember being placed in a seminar with Sister Eloise Therese [Mescall, (1919-2001)]. And everyone in 
there was either going to be a missionary--and some did go to Peru, some went to J apan--but it was in 
Spanish. And | went to her and | said, "Sister, I've been misplaced. This is supposed to be Spanish 1 for me- 
-college." And she said, "You're going to be fine." And | said, "Well, | don't think so." But anyway, | was 
living at American Martyr's [Manhattan Beach, California], and one of the Sister who lived there was part of 
"The Thirty Eight". And she--Sister Magdalene--Mary Magdalene Digneo, and Maggie said, "I'll help you." She 
said, "I can do this, and you can do this." And we had to translate Dante. And so | said, "Okay." And so she 
and | worked together--she did all the work, and | got all the credit. But | never would have passed it 
without her. [laughs]. | just know that. But it taught me a lot--it forced me to push beyond what | thought | 
could do. 


[00:28:27.24] INTERVIEWER: You mentioned that you studied the history of the congregation-- 
[00:28:31.06] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: --as a postulate-- 
[00:28:32.03] INTERVIEWER: --yeah. What of the history did you learn that really spoke to you? 


[00:28:37.09] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | think the one that most spoke to me was the courage of 
Mother St. J ohn Fontbonne [J eanne Fontbonne, (1759-1843), re-founder of CS]s], to begin something anew. 
She had to be shattered. She was next to go to the guillotine in the French Revolution [1789-1799], and 
then the reprieve came that morning. And she had come from wealth, and then she was given a behest from 
her family. And it took a tremendous amount of courage to restart the congregation from the roots of Le Puy 
[France]. And she did so in Lyon. And she bought the property, built the building--had it built--and there's 
still a school there today, as you well know. And | was fortunate to go with my sister and stay in residence in 
that convent, as well as in Le Puy. And it was fabulous. But her courage, you know to pick up and start 
something--and there weren't many. And | think that today when we're talking about--you know, oh, we've 
lost So many--and the average age is way over seventy-five--I'm eighty-one--and | think | still have gas in 
my tank--and | think others do to. And | don't think it's a matter of age, | think it's a matter of--you know, 
what else do you want to give? Because there's always something to give. But this was a small group, and 
look how it grew--branches of CSJs all over the world. And many of them in the United States. And she sent 
the group in 1836. And from there it blossomed. Many of them becoming diocesan, but then centering in 
Carondelet [Missouri], and then creating provinces out of that group. So it's kind of like yeast--[smiles]--you 
know, you can keep using it and creating something new. 


[00:30:59.13] INTERVIEWER: How would you describe your spirituality as a CS]? 

[00:31:03.07] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: Ours is a mixture of Ignatian and Vincentian spirituality--to, 
you know, improve yourself and inform yourself and deepen your relationship with God and others. But it 
can't end there--it has to go out, in the Vincentian and J esuit concept of serving others--but for the reason 
that it's God's work, not ours, and we do it in praise of God. 


[00:31:44.00] INTERVIEWER: Tell me about some of your early missions as a teacher. You were an 
elementary school teacher in a number of places-- 
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[00:31:50.03] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | was. 
[00:31:50.21] INTERVIEWER: --favorite memories, or places? 


[00:31:52.14] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: Oh | have a lot of favorite memories, | really do. | enjoyed 
teaching second grade because they were so real and so fresh, and you realize--| realized--| had seventy- 
seven students my first year--[Smiles]--the pastor registered. And remember the old fashioned desks that 
were metal, and had an ink well? Well he put them on runners in the classrooms--it was a double school-- 
there was two of every grade at American Martyrs. It was an enormous plant. And so there were about ten 
desks on each of these runners. And when | looked at the list, | thought it was a mistake--because we had 
had some teacher training during the summers, with, you know, our primary teachers, intermediate 
teachers, and upper class teachers. And--this just didn't make any sense to me--especially when you knew 
you had to do math groups and reading groups. And in the old days they used to name them for birds or 
whatever, so you had the "Blackbirds" and the "Redbirds" and the "Cardinals" and whatever, to be creative-- 
but it was actually not smart--[laughs]--because it was demeaning. But anyway--! got through it. In fact, 
years later | asked a young man--he was part of the McCormick family, the morticians, and he used to help 
me in second grade, and put up bulletin boards or clean up after class. He just lived up the street. And | 
said, "Well, Bob, what are you thinking about doing when you get older?" And he said, "| know one thing. | 
don't want to be a mortician." And | said, "| understand that." And | said, "What's your choice?" And he said, 
"| want to be a train engineer." And so, he's the fellow | asked years later--| used to see him at funerals all 
the time--and | said, "What happened to the train engineer?" He said, "I'd still--especially now I'd love it." 
But anyway, | asked him this question: "Did you learn anything?" And he said, "Oh, | learned a lot." And | 
said, "Well, |'m happy to hear that." But | was very doubtful, when | had all those students, and wondered if 
| was getting across to any of them. And | was in charge of first communion, and they always remembered 
that as their favorite memory. And the last class that | prepared was in 1960 to ‘61. And | don't know if 
you're familiar with Manhattan Beach, but that church was built in 1960. When | first went there there was 
nothing but sand dunes behind the school that went to Marine Avenue. And it's Church Street now, | think, 
because it was on Seventeenth was the convent, which was the cheapest convent you can imagine. It was 
built after the war and they had to get military or federal permission to build it--that and St. Eugenes 
[Church]--same vintage, 1946. And so anyway--a little history about why that church is there. The first 
pastor of American Martyrs was "Edwin McDonald" | think his name was--[actually Monsignor Edmund 
O'Donnell]--and he was a young curate at St. James Parish in Redondo Beach. And Mother Cabrini [Saint 
Frances Xavier Cabrini MSC, first naturalized citizen of US to be canonized by Roman Catholic Church 1946] 
came to visit this other pastor--the pastor at St. James. And he said | want to show you some property we're 
interested in buying, because we want to put another school there--and that was American Martyrs. And so 
she's looking around, and there's nothing but sand dunes and hardly any other houses in the area. And she 
says, "See that rise up there? That's where you should build a church." And it wasn't until 1960 that the 
young priest was named pastor--finally did it. So it's a little Americana history. 


[00:36:42.24] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: But! enjoyed my six years teaching second grade at 
American Martyrs. It when we changed calling--changed having Superiors--we had Superiors, but they were 
no longer called "Mother". And that was in 1955. And the Superior | had enjoyed being called "Mother". And 
| remember the group--the younger sisters, living in the house coming to me at the Mount during the 
summer when the change list came out, and said, "Whatever you do, you may never call her 'Mother’. We're 
going to slip, but you cannot." | said, "Okay, if | can call Mother J osephine ‘Sister J osephine', or Mother 
Selene ‘Sister Selene’, or Mother Roseanne ‘Sister Roseanne’, | can do that. That's not a problem." What was 
a problem--[laughs]--for her, not for me--anyway it was--and the odd thing was my aunt had taught this 
woman in high school. And a lot of people used to think that | got favorite treatment because of my aunt or 
my sister, and | never did--| worked so hard not to be in that category. And anyway--it was an interesting 
six years--well five years. She was there for six years and | was there for five of her six years. And then my 
last year another Sister became principal. It was different news--better--is the kindest thing | can say. So we 
are real people--with personality glitches. [laughs]. 


[00:38:48.09] INTERVIEWER: Let's move to where you were when Vatican || began, and how did you start 
to experience that Second Vatican Council? 


[00:38:57.12] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: That would have been--I| would have been at St. 
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Ferdinand's [San Fernando, California] at that time--'64 to '66. And then from--and that was just the 
beginning, because we were still reading what was coming out of Vatican II. And they didn't put it into a 
composite form until, | would say, '67--when it was finished--or '68. And then we began to really study the 
documents. But by 1968--or earlier than that--the liturgy began to change. We changed from Latin to 
English--or whatever language around the world you lived and spoke. And the altar was turned around so 
the priest was facing the congregation. And then there was a document that was regarding religious--both 
men and women--and secular dress. And our habit was what a seventeenth-century French widow would 
wear. But it was expensive--it was fine serge, and the veil. And so--and then the top part and the gusset 
[gestures around face] were all linen--and so was the bib [gestures at front] which was highly starched but it 
was linen. And so all of those things, if you take it together--and we had a vow of poverty--it was beginning 
to be beyond our means--if you want to look at the economics of it. If you want to look at the relationship 
between the laity and ourselves--it was after the Second World War--things were changing rapidly--as we 
got into the sixties the world was exploding, especially in the United States. And the challenge to authority 
was every day--and it wasn't all the young. And then problems with the Church began emerging as well. So 
there were cultural divides, and it was growing. And so--one of the best ways that we could serve would be-- 
because we're not clergy--was to start adopting secular dress--so that we could be more in relationship and 
not put on a pedestal. We didn't belong there. And that drew resistance in and out of the Church--within our 
community, those who fought it because it didn't seem right, and those who wanted to go forward, because 
they wanted to embrace Vatican I|--and what it would mean for the future. Because | think there are periods 
in history you come to a point where there's a cross-over. You have to leave behind some things and go 
forward with something new. And | think--that's where we are today. And at that time that's where we were. 
And so the change took a while. We lost people, as did many religious communities--because they said well 
if this is--if |'m not going to wear the habit, then why do this? | could do whatever. But there were many 
reasons why many different people left. And they weren't young. Some were older--some were middle-aged- 
-and some were young. But it hit every area. 


[00:43:35.21] INTERVIEWER: Would you say you were embracing of the change, or was it difficult-- 


[00:43:41.12] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | was. At first | was an Assistant Superior at the house at 
that time. | was principal of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Oxnard, and | was an Assistant Superior. And we had 
two faculties living there: Our Lady of Guadalupe and then the parish that we lived in, Santa Clara. And 
because we were about thirteen Sisters there--we had a couple of piano teachers there living too--and the 
cost of change was great. So | was one of the last ones to change. And so | changed in the summer of '69 
before | went to Holy Cross Middle School. And | only did it because--it was a new year, and the cost 
couldn't be as great. And so that's when | did it. And | drew some, you know, snaggy, snarky remarks, 
because they couldn't believe |'d waited so long. But it wasn't resistance, it was--| thought it was prudent. 
So. 


[00:45:08.07] INTERVIEWER: Did Vatican II change other parts of your outlook, like in terms of your 
thoughts about ministry for yourself, or social justice. 


[00:45:18.04] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: [nods]. Yes. It freed me up. | had very strong convictions 
On social justice, and have tried to live them out in my life. So it gave me options to move toward working 
with the poor. It was the immigrant church in Oxnard--most of them were children of farm workers, and 
they lived in barrios--literally on the other side of the tracks. And then | was able to--in 1970--move into 
working in St. Martin de Porres Community Center. It was established by a friend of mine, and it was 
originally a three-parish Center--Holy Cross, St. Odelia's, and St. Patrick's--all of which are immigrant 
parishes--and very poor. And the purpose was to provide services to those families from a Center. And it was 
first sited at Holy Cross. And then it became--on the part of some Holy Cross parishioners-- possessive. And 
they had lost sight of the fact that it's tri-parish. So the only way to solve that was to find a new location. 
And they found one on Forty-first and Main. And with the help of Bishop J ohnson [Bishop William Robert 
Johnson, 1918-1986] who was newly appointed they were able to get a van from the archdiocese, and pay 
some of the rent. No grants were ever accepted or sought. Everything came through the providence of God. 
And we would go to high schools and they would supply us with food or clothing or tutoring--when we had 
the Acceler--the high school--Alternative High School--which | began for wards of the court. That was a 
request from judicial groups. Because these were not criminals--these were youngsters who were too afraid 
to go to school. They had seen horrific things--stabbings, and muggings and--they were just terrified to go 
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to school. And so we agreed, and since | had a masters | was able to be certified, and then--our agreement 
was, wherever these children lived, through the high school they should have been attending they would be 
awarded their diplomas. And so it wasn't coming from us. It was coming from them. We would supply the 
classes. And | would get young men from Loyola, and Conaty--the girls--and a variety of people to come in 
and tutor these young men and women. We never had that many, and would come in and out. But | 
remember how satisfying that was for them and for their parents. And you could see the tension just drain 
from these young men and women--the fact that they didn't have to face the high school situation that they 
were in. So that was a pleasant memory. 


[00:49:12.28] INTERVIEWER: What made you want to go to Mexico to study? 


[00:49:17.17] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | was asked by the pastor. This is very interesting. | was 
still at St. Martin de Porres Catholic Community Center--in fact | was with it for many, many years, even 
when | became principal and served as Associate Pastor. So in 1980--well, from '77 to 1980 the community 
had, through charitable outreach, supported me. And in 1980 the pastor at St. Odelia's asked would | work 
in the parish as team ministry. | said, "I will, but it will only be part time. Because my first responsibility is to 
the Center." And at that time there was another gentleman who worked with me--| worked in the morning, 
he worked in the afternoon--because he was--worked at the general post office, and he worked midnight 
shift. So he would sleep in the morning and then come in the afternoon. So | said | can work that out. And 
then when | went over there--team ministry--there were three priests, there was an African-American 
woman who took care of the CCD [Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, religious education for Catholic 
children attending secular schools] for her group, | took the Spanish CCD, and there was a school principal. 
And | agreed to do first communion for the second grade for the school. And then | also took care of the 
parish mission, San Miguel, which was in the projects--and getting the priest to say mass every Sunday, and 
making sure he was available for confessions, and--making sure they had what they needed in the church-- 
supplies and so forth. And then what | noticed is, the three priests were pulling back for team ministry. And 
when one of them at our roundtable said to me, "| meant to ask you, would you mind taking the marriage 
preparation?" | said, "I will not." [mines surprise, laughs]. And | said, "I'll tell you the reason why: when 
we're doling out all these jobs, the three of you are keeping quiet. And so the three of us are picking up the 
slack." | said, "I will not, cannot, will not work seven days a week. I'm already committed to Saturday and 
Sunday. And | belong to a community; | also have responsibility--as do you." They belonged to a 
community. So they realized that, you know, they were not carrying their load. And so team ministry worked 
a little better after that. 


[00:52:08.29] INTERVIEWER: And you went to Mexico-- 


[00:52:11.20] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | went to Mexico because he wanted me to improve my 
Spanish, because | was also doing the Spanish bulletin for the parish, preparing teachers to teach the CCD in 
Spanish, and then the mission church. And | said, "All right". | said, "Let me find people in the parish who 
can assume these duties," which | did. So | went away for seven months. | left on the 31st of August, and 
arrived in Zacapu, Michoacan [Mexico] on the first of September in 1983, and then stayed there until March 
of '84. When | came home, this same pastor said--well, he paid for the plane ride. And then | lived with the 
Sisters of Social Service while | was there, in a home that they had for young girls for the ranchos. Some 
were going to go to high school--some were going to college--some were starting nursing training. And their 
board and room was taken care of. They were only asked--they had a pre-school, and they fed senior 
citizens for lunch every day. They had two sites for pre-school. These young ladies had to work at one of the 
pre-schools, either morning or afternoon, and when available, to help serve the lunch to the seniors. That's 
all they had to do. And so that worked well. But when | came back--oh while | was there, the Superior of the 
house died--Social Service Sister. And so all of the Sisters who were Social Service Sisters assigned to Los 
Angeles had to leave Mexico to come and decide who the new Superior would be. So that meant | would be 
there with the girls. So | agreed that would not be a problem. So these young ladies were pretty self- 
sufficient anyway. So because of that | didn't have to pay any rent either for the times | was there. So it 
worked out well--saved him some money. [laughs]. And | came home for Christmas, because it would be too 
hard not to. But when | got home, he said to me, the pastor, "You think you could work pro bono?" | said, 
"Why?" And he said, "Well, | just would think it would be better." And | knew he had just put in a whole new 
lab with brand new computers, and gussied up some other things in the parish. And | thought, | said, "You 
know what? That's not my decision. You're going to have to talk to my Regional Superior." So | went to her 
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and told her this and she said, "What do you want me to say?" | said, "I don't think it should be pro bono, to 
tell you the truth. That's why | went to work over there, so that | can begin, you know, carrying my weight 
in the community again, and bringing in some money." She said, "Okay." This Sister had been a nurse, and 
so | asked him how it went, and he said, "She was so clinical." [laughs]. And | had to laugh--she could be 
very clear. It was Sister Myrtle [Wyker]. And so anyway | was out of a job. I'd done my job so well that 
somebody was doing the bulletin, somebody was doing the mission, and someone else was doing the CCD's- 
-so | figured, okay. So | came and taught the rest of the year at Holy Cross. All these years | was living at 
Holy Cross Convent. | went there in--[coughs]--excuse me--in '69, left in '71, came back seven years later-- 
no six years later--and from 1977 to 2008 | lived at the same house. So for thirty-three years | lived in the 
same house--[smiles]--of my years of ministry. 


[00:56:59.21] INTERVIEWER: How did you end up at the Mount? 


[00:57:03.14] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | ended up at the Mount by invitation. When |--the school 
that--Holy Cross closed in 1999. We continued to live at the convent. There were five of us, then there were 
three of us, and then finally it ended up with myself alone for one year. And when--around 2000--no 1999--| 
had asked for a sabbatical year--from '99 to--September 1 of '99 to September 1 of 2000. And it was 
granted. Then when | came back after my sabbatical, Sister Maureen O'Connor was the Provincial and Sister 
Kathleen Kelly was the Assistant Provincial. And they said, "We'd really like you to go to the Mount." And | 
said, "I'm not Margaret Rose"--and she was a good friend of mine, Sister Margaret Rose Cafferty ['57, 
(-2000)], who had spent fourteen years in the Learning Resource Center--and helped design it--you know, 
she was wonderful. And we lived together, and we also entered together. And we were really good friends. 
And | said, "I'm not Margaret--| can't do what she did." They said, "No. Would you just go and work at the 
Learning Resource Center." And | said, "To do what?" And they said, "Well, you could teach pre-college 
reading and writing skills." And | said, "| could do that." And they said, "There might be some other things 
you could do, like tutoring." And | said, "Okay--but not math." [laughs]. They said, "Okay." And so anyway | 
went, and Sister Carol Brong at the time was the Director of the Learning Resource Center. And she said, 
"I'd like you to teach summer skills." And | said, "No.". | said, "My sabbatical ends on September first, and 
I'm going to take every living day of it." And | did. And so she said, “All right." It was not a good beginning. 
[laughs]. So anyway--that's how | ended up there. And I've enjoyed it. 


[00:59:40.29] INTERVIEWER: What were some of your favorite memories, or students? 


[00:59:45.03] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: Oh | have many. | really do. And just the collegiality of the 
faculty and staff. You can sit in any chair at any table in Anmanson [Ahmanson Weingart Hall, Bldg 4, 
Doheny campus] and you can see almost everybody on campus in one day--because it's so open. And | think 
Chalon has a geography problem--! always have. Because it's separated by pods--known as buildings--and 
some people never come out of the warren, you know, and so--it's more difficult. So | think the young 
women who move from Doheny up to Chalon have a culture shock. Because it's not that they didn't start 
there, it's that something's missing. And even when | went there in the summers--except we were lousy with 
women--there were so many young professed--of different communities going there, getting their degrees-- 
that we never had that sense, because it was so full. And we used the grounds well. And maybe that's not a 
problem now because, you know, the enrollment is so great. And | hope that's the case. 


[01:01:15.21] INTERVIEWER: So there's something special about Doheny in--for you? 


[01:01:20.05] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | think there's something terribly special about Doheny. Not 
only is it a gem in the city, whereas Chalon is a marvelous, marvelous setting. And so picturesque, and 
beautiful--and it's fraught with meaning. When | was a second year novice | took care of Mother Margaret 
[Mary] Brady [(1866-1954), first MSMU president]--and got into trouble because of it. She asked me to say 
afternoon prayers with her. And | said, "Sure." So | did, got up to the novitiate, and got lambasted because | 
said, "Well, it was Mother Margaret." And she said, "You belonged here." And | said, "Well, the next time she 
asks me, | don't think | can refuse." [laughs]. So, anyway. Yeah, it was wonderful to know all the people 
who started there. | didn't realize until not too many years ago that my aunt, Sister Ursula was on the first 
faculty. And she was brilliant lady--Renaissance--she was great in art, sciences, languages--she taught Latin 
and Spanish--and produced wonderful pieces--before she entered--pottery--glazed--lovely--and great writer, 
and she enjoyed administration. And then my sister was there for forty-three years. So, yeah, | have good 
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memories of my times there, before | got there. It's the only institution of our Sisters that I've ever taught 
in, or had a thing to do with. I've gone up and down California [smiles] from San Diego to San J ose, Oxnard, 
San Francisco, and the only time | was ever out of the country was in Mexico for ministry. |'ve travelled. But- 


[01:03:30.06] INTERVIEWER: What about the Mount today makes you proud to be part of it? 


[01:03:36.26] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: What makes me proud is its growth, and the spirit--the 
"can do" spirit--that nothing is impossible--and tremendous leadership. Ann [McElaney-] ohnson, MSMU 
president] is a part of everything that goes on. And she shows up. And that makes all the difference in the 
world. She doesn't lead from the desk or her office--she's "boots on the ground" wherever needed. And that, 
| think--impedes--not impedes, excuse me--that makes everyone else want to be a part of whatever is going 
on, and to keep it moving. And to even create something themselves--because she's very open to that. What 
| recall--you weren't here--[coughs]--you were Kelby, when we had those meetings about creating 
something new? Every table that | sat at--the conversation revolved around each person's turf. There was 
nothing swinging outside the table. There was nothing that would lead you to--in any direction of something 
different. And | thought that was so interesting. Of all the swigs around--that was my take on it. [smiles]. 
And everybody wanted to find out how they could--improve their area--not the bigger picture of--what if we 
have masters in Fine Arts, or what if we started a Cosmetology group, or what if we had started Computer 
Sciences--or something of that sort--something really different. And | think the Wellness Program is really 
different. [coughs]. And we've never been able to offer athletics to the young ladies--because there was no 
room. But | think it will create a draw for people that we've not had before. And that makes a difference. 


[01:06:15.13] INTERVIEWER: What do you see as some of the hopes or challenges around continuing the 
charism into the future? 


[01:06:21.09] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: | don't see any problems. | really don't. | don't have 
anxieties about what's going to happen. | think that our charism, by definition, is so simple in meaning--and 
it can be easily carried out. Its definition is pure. And | think that anytime you can say something in one 
sentence, it's wonderful--and carry the meaning. And | think that, you know, taking care of or serving the 
dear neighbor without distinction is very clear. There is no exclusivity--there is no separation--there is no 
election or choosing--it's just everyone. And | know--gratefully I've been able to serve--if we want to 
separate people into groups--some wealthy, upper-middle class, middle class, the poor, the working poor, 
and the poor poor. And what they have in common is their humanity. And nobody strives to be poor. Nobody 
wants to be poor. [laughs]. Nobody wants anyone to look down upon them or have a sense of inferiority. So 
| think what our Sisters have done through the centuries is basically--and | love this, in our history--is go out 
to the poor corners of the city, look at what is not being done, and if no one else is doing it, take it up and 
do it. And that means we are always in flux--we will always have new ministries. And there are some--like 
we used to have a lot of hospitals--we don't anymore. [coughs]. And we had--we came to this country to 
teach the deaf--we don't do that any more. And there are a variety of instances and areas that we dealt with 
that we no longer need to, because society has taken it up--and maybe doing a better job, and that's good. 
So | don't have anxieties, | really don't. And | think the charism--as long as there's one CS] alive--who can 
pass it on--it will go on. 


[01:09:23.12] INTERVIEWER: What has been the greatest joy of religious life for you? 


[01:09:27.18] INTERVIEWER: For me it's been living with the Sisters. I've been graced with many wonderful 
friends. The sad part is that as you age, they die. [laughs]. I've lost two wonderful friends--| lost a very dear 
friend December 4, 2014, and then a month later my sister, in 2015. And a month after that, my second- 
oldest nephew. And | think you know you're getting older when you have more friends dead than living. 
[laughs]. You know, it's just the way it is. I'm very fortunate--| come from an extended family, and | had 
many great--many nephews and nieces and greats and great-greats. And we are very close, and we get 
invited to everything. And I'm usually the one that says yes. And | know that there's a sixteenth birthday 
coming up and | try to go. And--! had one nephew--his brother said, "You didn't come to my birthday." | 
said, "You didn't invite me." [laughs]. "If you had called, or--| don't do texting, you'd actually have to write 
or call, | would have been there. He said, "Okay. Okay." Family is very important to me. But the charism | 
don't worry about. | really don't. | think we have taught so many people that it's part of them--and the 
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associates that we've worked with through the years, it's part of them. | can't think of any institution where 
the charism is not part and parcel of everyone who works there. Carondelet Center is a good example. The 
Mount is a good example. 


[01:11:36.08] KELBY THWAITS: | have a question. And for the sake of the interview, deliver your answer to 
Shannon. But--you have a very strong personality--| guess to be succinct--| would say you have a very 
strong personality as is evident throughout your ministry and your entire life and just the way--what you've 
gotten done, how you've gotten things done, and your manner of being--also, and extremely strong drive 
and tenacity. I'm curious--how have you changed or evolved since you were a girl to now. How have you 
changed as a person. Because you must have come up against resistance, you must have come up against-- 
maybe situations that were--people that were difficult to deal with--how has that changed you, how have 
you softened--how have you toughened--how have you changed? And tell Shannon. 


[01:12:40.16] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: Okay. 
[01:12:41.04] KELBY THWAITS: But I'm curious. 


[01:12:42.19] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: [all laugh]. | think obviously we evolve--all of us. And it's 
the result of what you have to deal with, and the individuals involved in that particular situation. And yes, | 
think I've become tougher. I've become more realistic. | remember having to deal with employees, and--as a 
principal, and their wanting to have advances on their salary. And then--I did it, and then | thought to 
myself, "That's not my responsibility. It's theirs." And so | only recall doing it a couple of times until the light 
dawned, and | said to myself, "This is not good for them, and it's not my money--it's tuition." And so that's 
one example. Another example--my very first year of teaching--the principal asked me to change the grades 
of two students--switch them. And | said | couldn't do that--and | showed her my grade book, and why | 
could not do that--morally | could not do that. And | said, "If you want to do it, you can do it, but it will 
impact me. And then that becomes your problem." [smiles]. So she finally moved away in a huff. But it's 
incidents like that that | notice have strengthened my character, because | knew you had to speak truth to 
power in that situation--because truly | could not do it. | wouldn't do it to the two youngsters. | mean, they 
were eight years old--seven years old. Why would | do that? So there have been situations that I've been in 
where | had to make a moral choice, and | hope | made the right one. But in dealing with colleagues or--I'd 
rather call them colleagues than employees, because, you know, you end up working with people--and if 
they only have the sense they're working for you, the relationship isn't as good. I've evolved mostly through 
situations, I'd say--having to face the truth or the reality of whatever it brought about--and its reason for 
whatever | decided. And if it was something that dealt with administration | knew the responsibility was 
mine--and | need to pray about it and | need to seek advice if | needed it. | think my sense of humor has 
carried me a long way too. And I've always had a number of friends, thank God, and I've always been able 
to cut the tension with a remark--because it's not healthy to live under tension. So softened in a way, yes-- 
some of the arrogance in me has sloughed off--[laughs]--thank God, and some of the area where | thought 
that | had as much as | needed to know, when you never have enough--and so you have to keep searching. 
And it's brought me--|'m a great reader, and | love to read, and everything--from what's on a medicine 
bottle to what's on whatever | buy eat. [smiles]. But | think reading also feeds your "mindbank" in a way 
that gives you alternatives of how to deal with a variety of issues--whether it's spiritual reading, or 
mysteries, or whatever it may be--or historical. Yeah, | think--| know I've evolved. | would a strange 
individual if not. | was my father's favorite, | know that, and my siblings know that. And | always felt loved-- 
no matter what situation | was in. And if | found myself in a situation where | was treated differently, or (| 
thought) strangely, | couldn't accept it, because that wasn't what | was used to. And so growing took place 
there too. You know, you can think that you're untouchable--or so winsome--[smiles]--how could anyone--. 
It's learning curve. And | feel very good at eighty-one knowing that | don't have to deal with administration, 
or | don't have to deal with--actually being anywhere except on Wednesdays, when | go to the Learning 
Resource Center. And now I'm taking over two days administration of this house, on Monday and Tuesday. 
So | just want to be available for as long as | can, and if | have talents that somebody else can use, I'm 
willing. 


[01:19:13.17] INTERVIEWER: Thank you. 
[01:19:14.14] SISTER DANIEL THERESE FLYNN: You're welcome. 
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[01:19:15.20] [Director's comments]. 
[01:20:46.11] END OF INTERVIEW. 
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Interview Date: September 1, 2016 

Interviewee: Sister Daniel Therese Flynn 

Interviewer: Shannon Green, Director, CS] Institute, Mount Saint Mary's University; Kelby Thwaits, 
Instructor, Film and Television, Mount Saint Mary's University. 

Location: [Carondelet Center?] 

Transcription Date: 11/02/2016 

Transcribed By: Nancy Steinmann 


[00:00:00.00]: Introduction. Sr. Daniel Therese Flynn, born 1935, 81 years old. Baptismal name--[Francis 
Claire] Flynn. 


[00:00:25.08] Early life. Grew up in Van Nuys, California--moved there 1931. Rural life. Gene Autry [Orvon 
Grover "Gene" Autry, (1907-1998), actor and singer] ranch, Andy Devine [Andrew Vabre "Andy" Devine 
(1905-1977), actor] ranch--grooming horses. Parish school--St. Elizabeth of Hungary. Pre-school teacher 
Mrs. Van Winkle. 


[00:02:39.12] Family. Irish Catholic family--thirteen children, seven girls, six boys. After school with friends-- 
mother's effort to feed them. Eight brothers and sisters currently deceased. 


[00:04:13.12] Meeting Sisters of St. Joseph. Family connections with CSJs. Paternal grand-aunt Mary Flynn 
CS] in St. Paul, Minnesota, joined 1870, died 1876. Grandfather real estate agent in Los Angeles, California 
1912. Father graduated Loyola University 1915. Aunt graduated St. Mary's Academy 1914, then entered 
CS]s, received habit 1915. Sister Marianne [Sister Mary Evelyn Flynn, (1927-2015)] entered CS]s 1944. 
Sister Daniel Therese attended St. Mary's Academy 1949, entered CS}s 1952. Every woman in family (both 
sides) educated by CS]s. Other sisters' educations. 


[00:08:51.15] Early impressions of CSJs--"normal". Aunt Marie, aka "Auntie Ree" [Sister Ursula Flynn]. 
Sisters came to house. Attending Mount with same Sisters. 


[00:09:46.02] Influential Sisters at St. Mary's Academy. Sister Anne J eanette [Pryor], English teacher, death. 
Sister Davida J oseph [Conlan, (-2002)], English teacher. Principal Sister J osephine [Sister Mary ] osephine 
Feeley (1905-1991), superior St. Mary's Academy, later director of MSMU Doheny campus]. 


[00:12:15.00] Vocation to CS}s. Grammar school with Sisters of St. Mary of the Woods of Indiana. Family 
contributions to parish. Bishop Joe Brennan family [J oseph Vincent Brennan (1954-), Auxiliary Bishop of Los 
Angeles (2015-), and mother Helen]. Childhood activities: Old Fox Theatre, library and reading. Mother 
attended UCLA, father attended Los Angeles College (Loyola University), USC Law School. 


[00:14:55.25] Vocation to CS]s in high school. Memories of Sister Cecilia Louise Moore (1928-2004). Father 
Hesburgh [??] about Sister Cecilia. 


[00:16:54.03] Advice on vocation from Sisters at St. Mary's Academy. Parents reaction to vocation. Entered 
St. Mary's Academy junior year. Entered CSJs 1952. 


[00:18:25.14] Early days in novitiate. As postulate, learning congregation history, manual work--laundry, 
cleaning. Novitiate life. 


[00:20:46.25] Early hopes for religious life. Fellow novices. Postulate mistress Sister Rose Cecilia [Harrington 
(1919-2003)]. Provincial Sister Rosemary [Lyons? (1955-1958)] wanted number of vocations to match the 
year. 


[00:24:08.28] Receiving the habit. Received March 18, Feast of St. Cyril of Jerusalem, instead of usual March 
19. "The Thirty-Eight" who made vows together. 


[00:24:54.05] Attending the Mount. Sister Patricia Clare Mullin [Chair of English Department]. Sister Francis 
Clare McKernan [Director of Admissions, Doheny campus]. Sister [Mary] Patricia Sexton [(1912-1986), 
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Department Chair English]. Sister [Mary] Laurentia Digges [(1910-1991), Department Chair English]. Art 
class with Sister | gnatia [Sister Mary Ignatia Cordis (1886-1986)]. Sister Mary Francis [unknown], registrar. 


[00:27:05.09] English major, History and Spanish minors. Seminar in Spanish with Sister Eloise Therese 
[Mescall, (1919-2001)]. Living at American Martyrs [Manhattan Beach, California], Sister Mary Magdalene 
Digneo ("Maggie") helping with Spanish. 


[00:28:25.27] Studying history of congregation. Courage of Mother St. J ohn Fontbonne [(1759-1843)], 
founder CS]s, facing guillotine in French Revolution. Visiting Le Puy, France. Comparison of original CS} s with 
current CS] community. 


[00:30:59.20] CS] spirituality. |gnatian and Vincentian spirituality. Improve self and deepen relationship with 
God and others, as well as serve others. 


[00:31:41.18] Early teaching missions. Elementary school teacher. Teaching 77 students in second grade at 
American Martyrs. Student groups named for birds. Student assistant "Bob" from McCormick [mortuary 
services] family. Last class prepared 1960-1961. 1946 building of St. Eugene's Church. Early memories of 
American Martyr's Church in Manhattan Beach, California. First pastor Edwin McDonald [actually Monsignor 
Edmund O'Donnell]. Saint Frances Cabrini [Frances Xavier Cabrini MSC, aka Mother Cabrini, first naturalized 
citizen of US to be canonized by Roman Catholic Church 1946] visit to Manhattan Beach early 1900s. 


[00:36:49.21] Superiors no longer called "Mother" 1955. Mother Josephine, Mother Selene, Mother 
Roseanne. Treatment because relatives CS] s. 


[00:38:49.02] Vatican ||. Early recommendations while at St. Ferdinand's [San Fernando, California] 1964- 
1966. Finalized form of recommendations 1967-1968. Liturgy change from Latin to vernacular. Altar turned 
so priest faced congregation. Changing the habit. Costs implementing changes. Challenges to authority in 
1960s. Comparison between 1960s and today. Sisters leaving community. 


[00:43:38.15] Personal reaction to changes from Vatican II. Principal of Our Lady of Guadalupe School, 
Oxnard, California. Assistant Superior of province. Cost of changes. Changed habit summer 1969. Taught 
Holy Cross Middle School. 


[00:45:07.02] Changes in ministry, social justice due to Vatican ||. More options. Working with immigrant 
church in Oxnard. St. Martin de Porres Catholic Community Center. Bishop J ohnson [William Robert J ohnson, 
1918-1986]. Started alternative high school for wards of the court with student tutors. 


[00:49:13.12] Studying in Mexico. Team ministry 1980. Volunteers at St. Martin de Porres Community 
Center. Parish Mission San Miguel. Living in Zacapu, Michoacan, Mexico to improve Spanish 1983-1984. 
Asked to work pro bono by parish. Sister Myrtle [Wyker], Superior. 


[00:56:25.18] Teaching at Holy Cross Middle School. Living at Holy Cross Convent 1969-1971, 1977-2008. 
[00:56:59.25] Teaching at the Mount. Holy Cross Middle School closed 1999. Sabbatical year 1999-2000. 
Sister Maureen O'Connor, Provincial Supervisor, Sister Kathleen Kelly, Assistant Provincial. Sister Margaret 
Rose Cafferty ['57, (-2000)], Learning Resource Center. Sister Carol Brong, Director of Learning Resource 
Center. 

[00:59:40.20] Memories of Mount. Collegiality of faculty. Chalon campus layout vs. Doheny layout. 
[01:01:15.22] Chalon campus. Mother Margaret [Mary] Brady [(1866-1954), first MSMU president]. Aunt 
Sister Ursula [Flynn], first faculty. Birth sister [Sister Mary Evelyn Flynn, (1927-2015)] taught at MSMU 43 
years. 


[01:03:32.12] Pride in Mount today. Growth and "can do" spirit. Ann McElaney-] ohnson, MSMU president. 
Thinking outside the box. Health and Wellness Center. 
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[01:06:15.29] Hopes or challenges continuing charism. Simplicity of charism--serving dear neighbor without 
separation into groups. Serving the poor means continually new ministries. 


[01:09:23.07] Greatest joy of religious life. Living with Sisters. Death of friends and family. Passing on 
charism. 


[01:11:34.18] Changes in personality over time. Becoming tougher. Working with employees. Moral choices. 
Working with colleagues. Facing reality and taking responsibility. Sense of humor. Humility. Learning from 
reading. Feeling loved. Retirement. 

[01:19:13.24] [Director's comments]. 


[01:20:46.00] END OF INTERVIEW. 
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